
Newsletter Week 3 Term 1 - 2024

Kia ora e te whānau

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who attended our Parent Information evening,
yesterday. We really welcome your support and enthusiasm as we build our
communication practices. With a roll of 39 students, having 16 parents attend is
encouraging for us. We hope you felt the hour was informative and worthwhile. Thank
you to the parents that made contact to advise that they had other commitments. It is
nearly impossible to choose a day and time that suits everyone.

For those of you that couldn’t attend, I am basically sharing the general information
once again in this newsletter. I have added some website links that you may like to click
on to view additional information.

The year has started well and here is an update on the new initiatives we are
implementing this year.

PB4L - we have had the facilitators in and we are currently reviewing our LIGHT values,
in regards to the wording, how we teach the values and how we celebrate achievement.
We are also reviewing our behaviour management practices.

Peer Mediation - a facilitator has spent half a day with our leadership students and a
day with staff to gain a deeper understanding as to how this programme runs. The
students seemed excited to get underway with this as they learn the skills of mediation
and acknowledge different forms of conflict and personality types.

Skool Loop - we are moving to using this app. Please see details below as to how to
sign up to this please. This will streamline our communication.

Nga Mihi Nui
Alison Holden
Principal



Communication

Last year’s consultation evening identified that this was an area that Omarama
school was not doing well, therefore we are addressing this and making the
necessary changes.

● Newsletters will be sent out at the start of each term, then fortnightly after that.
● A parent information evening will be offered at the start of each year.
● Class teachers will keep you informed about class programmes.
● Seesaw app will be used to share students real time learning
● Skool Loop app will be used to communicate, book interviews, record absences,

newsletter
● Emails will still be used while we become familiar with using Skool Loop
● A brief progress report will be sent home at the end of term 1
● Please contact classroom teachers first regarding a class issue or incident.
● Please make sure your email & phone number is current for school

communication

Absences
We need to know where all students are at all times, so please inform us promptly if
your child is absent.

● Please explore using Skool Loop for absences
● Please do not ask another child / sibling to explain absences.
● Please email the office & class teacher, or ring the office if you have not

downloaded Skool Loop
● If your child arrives late to class, please accompany them to their classroom for

minimal interruption
● If you need to speak with your child at school, please approach the office first
● If you are having difficulty getting your child to school, please notify us so we

assist

Student attendance: Guide for parents and caregivers – Ministry of Education (click)

Curriculum Overview for 2024

https://docs.google.com/document/d/163TnO02q5TRzFJMttbQtctHR7eFJ_C66UPgye2bsjZM/edit

This is a fluid document and changes / amendments may be made.

https://parents.education.govt.nz/secondary-school/your-child-at-school/making-sure-your-child-attends-school/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/163TnO02q5TRzFJMttbQtctHR7eFJ_C66UPgye2bsjZM/edit


Government 100 day Plan - Teaching the Basics brilliantly

https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/5637194830..

I have indicated the areas of focus. We are already teaching 1 hour per day.

Maths - Collaborative approach to Maths through rich interactions

We are supporting this through a DMIC (Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities

Writing - Set high expectations for the surface and deeper features of writing.

We are supporting this by using a range of writing tools for motivation

Reading - A balance of structured literacy (explicit) & whole language (implicit)

We are supporting this through the Code phonemic awareness programme

Strategic Plan

httpsdocs.google.com/presentation/d/1Lt0lI-FpJpRxw--CRatGYknn8ItiCTTy5bTGMAc1zgw/edit#slide=id.p1

Our 3 Strategic Aims:

1) Learning Partnerships
Communication, Collaboration, Well-Being, Transition, Aotearoa NZ History

2) School Culture
Te Ao Maori, Curriculum & reporting, Professional Learning, Resourcing, Diversity

3) Giving Effect to Te Tiriti
Local Curriculum, Leadership, Te Reo, Employment, Equity

Skool Loop

We encourage you to download the Skool Loop app as we intend on using this to share
newsletters, notices, absences and arrange interview bookings.
Skool Loop is also assisting the revamp of our new school website. Over the next 4
weeks we will be developing this, and will let you know when it is going live.

Below are some fliers to guide you through downloading the Skool Loop app and getting

https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/5637194830.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Lt0lI-FpJpRxw--CRatGYknn8ItiCTTy5bTGMAc1zgw/edit#slide=id.p1


set up. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you are having difficulties with this.





Sports opportunities





Ahuriri Classroom

Ahuriri students have had two new entrant students visiting their classroom over the last
couple of weeks. They are excited to get to know Ava and Sienna who start school full
time next week. It is lovely to see our school Light values being displayed to visitors.

Clay Cliffs Classroom

The leadership team is getting prepared for their camp at Peel Forest next week. They
leave on Tuesday and stay away 2 nights, returning on Friday. The activities that they
are participating in include, high ropes, bush adventures and rafting, which sounds
exciting.

Term 1 Dates - 2024 (29/1/23 - 12/4/23)

Tues 20th - Thur 22nd Feb Leadership Camp at Peel Forest - Wk 4

Wed 21st Feb Incredible Years Parent Programme 12pm (see
Alison)

Wed 28th Feb Swimming Sports at school - see note below

Fri 1st March Upper Waitaki Swimming sports for some
students

Wed 6th March Water safety day - Twizel pool 11-12:40pm

Wed 13th March Science Van show at community hall

Fri 15th March Bike Safety day + fancy dress

Wed 20th March North Otago Swim - for some students

Wed 27th March Cyber Safety with Jay (Police Officer)

Fri 29th March - Tues 2nd
April

Easter (no school on the Tues, 3 days off)

Fri 12th April Last day of term

EPR08 Challenge - date TBC (maybe term 2)



COMMUNITY NOTICES




